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1. President of American Statistical Association 
 

 
Karen Kafadar is Commonwealth Professor & Chair of Statistics at University of 
Virginia.  She received her B.S. (Math) and M.S. (Statistics) from Stanford and her 
Ph.D. (Statistics) from Princeton.  Her research focuses on robust methods, 
exploratory data analysis, characterization of uncertainty in the physical, chemical, 
biological, and engineering sciences, and methodology for analyzing randomized 
screening trials.  She has received research awards from CDC, ASA and ASQ and is 
past Editor of JASA Reviews, Technometrics, and The Annals of Applied Statistics 
(Health & Life Sciences).  She served on governing boards for ASA, IMS, ISI, and 
NISS, and on several National Academy of Sciences' Committees; was elected ASA 
President (2019); Fellow of ASA, AAAS, ISI; has authored numerous publications; 
and has advised many M.S. and Ph.D. students. 

 
 

2. President of Institute of Mathematical Statistics 

 
Susan Murphy is a Professor of Statistics, Professor of Computer Science at the 

Harvard John A. Paulson School of Engineering and Applied Sciences and Radcliffe 

Alumnae Professor at the Radcliffe Institute, Harvard University.  Dr. Murphy and her 

lab develop data analysis methods and experimental designs to improve real time 

sequential decision-making in mobile health, in particular methods and algorithms 

that can be deployed on wearable devices, to deliver individually tailored treatments.  

Her lab developed the micro-randomized trial for use in developing mobile health 

interventions; this trial design is in use across a broad range of health related areas.   
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In these trials each participant can be randomized or re-randomized 100’s of times.   

Examples of micro-randomized trials that are completed or are in the field can be 

found at https://methodology.psu.edu/ra/adap-inter/mrt-projects#proj.   

Dr. Murphy is a member of the National Academy of Sciences and of the National 
Academy of Medicine, both of the US National Academies.  In 2013, she was 
awarded a MacArthur Fellowship for her work on experimental designs to inform 
sequential decision making.  She is a Fellow of the College on Problems in Drug 
Dependence, a Member of the International Statistical Institute, a Fellow of the 
American Statistical Association and a Fellow of the Institute of Mathematical 
Statistics.  She is a former co-editor of the Annals of Statistics, President of the 
Bernoulli Society and President-Elect of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics. 
 
 
3. President of International Biometric Society 
 

 
Louise Ryan grew up in Australia, but left in 1979 to pursue her PhD in the Harvard 
Statistics Department.  In 1983, she joined the Harvard Biostatistics Department as a 
postdoctoral fellow, joint with the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.  She stayed on, 
eventually being promoted to full professor and finally as the Henry Pickering Walcott 
Professor and Chair of the Department.  Louise returned home in 2009 as Chief of 
the Division of Mathematics, Informatics and Statistics in the Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research Organization (CSIRO), Australia’s peak scientific 
research body.  She joined University of Technology Sydney as a Distinguished 
Professor of Statistics in 2012.   Louise is well known for her methodological 
contributions to statistical methods for cancer and environmental health research. 
Louise has authored or co-authored over 300 peer-reviewed journal articles and has 
been recognized with a number of prestigious awards, including Harvard’s 
Centennial Medal and elected Fellowship in the Australian Academy of Science as 
well as the National Academy of Medicine in the United States.   She is a passionate 
advocate for the advancement of women and minorities in the statistical and 
mathematical sciences.  She is active in the profession, currently serving as 
President of the International Biometric Society. 
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4. President of Royal Statistical Society 
 

Deborah Ashby is Interim Head of the School of Public Health at Imperial College 
London where she holds the Chair in Medical Statistics and Clinical Trials, and was 
Founding Co-Director of Imperial Clinical Trials Unit.  She is a Chartered Statistician 
and her research interests are in clinical trials, risk-benefit decision making for 
medicines, and the utility of Bayesian approaches in these areas.  She led the 
benefit-risk workstream of the IMI-funded PROTECT project, bringing together 
academic, pharmaceutical, regulatory and patient expertise to determine best 
practice, and innovate on both underpinning methods and communication of the 
benefits and risks of medicines. 

She chairs the HTA Commissioning Board, and is Deputy Chair of the HTA 
Programme for the National Institute for Health Research, and is Chair of 
the Population Research Committee for Cancer Research UK.  She has sat on the 
UK Commission on Human Medicines and acts as adviser to the European 
Medicines Agency.  Deborah was awarded the OBE for services to medicine in 
2009, appointed an NIHR Senior Investigator in 2010, elected a Fellow of the 
Academy of Medical Sciences in 2012 and is currently President-Elect of the Royal 
Statistical Society.  

 
 
 
 
 
 


